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Horses should have access to clean, 
palatable, safe water and be able to 
drink their fill at least twice a day.
Feed
	 Horses	should	be	fed	according	to	their	






















































































has. Body fat is stored when the horse’s energy intake 
is	more	than	its	immediate	daily	needs.	Body	fat	is	lost	




more importantly, feeling those parts of the horse’s 
body.	Body	condition	scores	are	a	useful	measure	of	


























Body Condition Scoring System for Horses


















       Horses should be maintained in a body condition score of three or more in most cases. 
However, horses gaining weight and being fed adequately, highly conditioned performance 
horses and horses with certain chronic health conditions may be in lower body condition 
scores and still be acceptably nourished. Horses more than 20 years of age may not 
maintain their body condition well even with special feeds.
BCS 2
Emaciated. 
Little Body Fat, 




































Fat Halfway up Spinous Processes. 
All Ribs Can Be Seen
BCS 5
 
Back Is Level, 















































Crease down Back. 



















Difficult to feel ribs. 
Fat	around	tailhead	is	
very	soft.	Area	along	
withers is filled with fat. 
Area	behind	shoulder	is	


































barns. In some circumstances, natural shelter offers 
advantages	over	constructed	shelter.
 Horses do benefit from shelter, particularly 
as	it	acts	as	a	sunshade	and	wind	screen.	The	
shelter	should	be	of	adequate	size	for	the	number	of	






















Horses should have free 
access to natural or 
constructed shelter that is 
well-ventilated with adequate 
space and free of hazards. 
Stabled horses should be 
allowed exercise daily.
Horse Care Guidelines
Horses should be free of significant 
health problems or should be receiving 
appropriate health care to prevent 
unnecessary discomfort and promote 
prompt return to wellbeing. The horse 
should receive adequate hoof care to allow 
the horse to stand in a normal posture 
and move at all gaits without discomfort. 
Some health and hoof problems (such as 
heaves or founder) in horses, particularly 
those that are longstanding, may not be 




























program and a constructed or natural shelter would help provide for the horses’ wellbeing.
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